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            Nau Mai, Haere Mai 
Busy Bees Dargaville, where we take pride in providing a safe and empowering environment for tamariki to learn and grow. Our centre features three age-appropriate classrooms, each fostering Tuakana/teina relationships and engaged tamariki.
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                Our focus is on empowering tamariki to direct their own learning while ensuring they feel supported and safe. We have a diverse range of resources and age-appropriate materials are always utilised to encourage teachable moments and happy, learning-focused experiences. The clean, open, and inviting spaces of our centre feature a beautiful rural outlook, and our passionate teachers are always proud to show off our rooms. 
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    Food & Nutrition
                    
                
            

            
                
                    
                        
                            
                        
                        Wairoa Pēpi (up to 2 years) - In our Wairoa Pēpi space, we prioritise our tamariki and their sense of belonging. Our room is designed to foster loving and trusting bonds between our infants and toddlers and their kaiako. Kaiako work closely with whānau to establish excellent routines that support each tamati and ensure their individual needs are met. We strive to create a safe and nurturing environment where relationships are at the core of everything we do. The tamariki are provided with open-ended resources that encourage them to explore, experiment, and develop their own ideas and create theories about the world around them. We also encourage our tamariki to take risks and challenge themselves, with the support of our kaiako.
Rūma Tokatoka (2-4 years) - In Tokatoka, independence is woven into all aspects of our curriculum. Our kaiako help our tamariki balance the desire to be independent and their need to be nurtured and cared for. We collaborate closely with whānau to ensure that all of our tamariki feel a strong sense of belonging. This age group are ready to explore their sense of self, whilst still needing more care than the older tamariki, therefore a focus on emerging social skills and independence makes this space. This room facilitates free-flowing play-based learning, which entices children's curiosity and encourages exploration. We highly value the process of testing, trying, and embracing challenges. Our kaiako provide unwavering support to our tamariki, enabling them to confidently take on these challenges within a safe and secure environment.
Rūma Tāne Mahuta (4-6 years) - In Tāne Mahuta Room we prepare tamariki for their next learning journey, by weaving our school readiness programme throughout all aspects of the curriculum, in a play-based meaningful way. This programme is further supported by small groups attending learning through play sessions at Dargaville Primary School a few times throughout the term. Our curriculum is designed and implemented through free play and the use of provocations to meet our tamariki current interests and learning dispositions. Areas that we encourage, and support are self-help and self-regulation skills, mathematics, literacy, name recognition and fine and gross motor development, this is woven into our play, daily routines, and daily rituals. We believe our programme is mana-enhancing and we value and try and instil confidence, self-worth, and a can-do attitude in all tamariki.

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                        
                        Our inhouse cook provides freshly made meals for children each day using our Nourish menus and recipes, based on the New Zealand Heart Foundation Tohu Manawa Ora | Healthy Heart Award for Early Learning Centres. We believe that through nourishing food, children are fueled to thrive physically and mentally, whilst enjoying the benefits of coming together and connecting as a group at mealtimes. 
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                                        The First 5 Years of Learning in Early Childhood Education 

                                    

                                    
                                        
                                            The first five years of a child’s life are incredibly significant and influential, not just for thei…
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                                        The Importance of Choosing the Right Childcare Centre

                                    

                                    
                                        
                                            Whether months or years, your child was largely with you for the first part of their life – and now …
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                                        The Importance of Outdoor Play

                                    

                                    
                                        
                                            Outdoor play is one of the most important parts of a child’s development and education. It encourage…
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                                        [image: messy play]
                                    
                                


                                
                                    
                                        Benefits of Messy Play

                                    

                                    
                                        
                                            At Busy Bees Early Education Centres, messy play is an essential aspect of children's development, a…
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                                        Risky Play in Early Childhood Education

                                    

                                    
                                        
                                            Risky Play in Early Childhood Education

Risky play means the type of play that children see as exci…
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                                The staff are friendly and passionate. They made us feel at home straight away. My boy is happy & well taken care of.
                            

                            
                                Parent Feedback
                            

                        

                    
                        
                            
                                The staff are amazing.. They have such a great play space. I really love the fact they provide all the food for the kids.
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                                Staff are very helpful and my granddaughter is content. Good meals and well set out centre
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                                Great place, supportive and accommodating. Good communication
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                                Very Friendly staff and great facilities.
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